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e to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
he broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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‘NATIONAL RELIGION,” .2gain. 


[We mentioned in our last number, of 
having received a copy of a ‘6 Circular” 
sent to us by a Post Master in Ohio, and 
also copied from the Codumbian Star, an 
article respecting the project set forth in 
that Circular. We shall now give the Cir- 
cular entire, that our readers may be able 
to form an opinion of its merits and ten- 
dency, and open their eyes in time to see 
the projects and schemes in operation to 
enslave the bodies and consciences of the 
people of this country. Here follows the 
Circular. ] 


To the Friends of Religion, and good 


Government. 





CIRCULAR. 
The present aspect of the times fur- 
nishes to an attentive observer, a clear 
presentiment of the approaching state 
of the religious world. Every reflecting 
man, who reviews with deep and solmn 
interest, the astopishing changes which 
have been made within a few years past, 
in the political, moral, and religious state 
of it, must be animated with the live- 
liest hope, at the bright prospect which 
this aspect presents; and to see the time 
fast approaching, ‘ when the lion and 
the lamb shall lie down together, and 
mankind learn war no more.” ‘To 
what are we to ascribe that more tole- 
rant and benign spirit—that elevation 
of feeling which pervades the religious 
world now, more than it did fifty years 
ago? Who would have believed, even 
twenty years since, that Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodist, &c. 
would have joined to deliberate at this 
day, on the best plan for propagating 
Christian Knowledge, and of forming 
Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies? 
What has done this, but that illumina- 
tion of mind, produced by the Holy 
Scriptures, preached and propagated 

Vou. VI. 9 








by God’s Ministers, constantly increa- 
sing ? 

We see, more and more every day, 
the benign and salutary influence which 
our happy form of civil government is 
diffusing through the world, in correct- 
ing that asperity of feeling, which has 
so long tended to estrange mankind 
from each other. The press is every 
where spreading abroad among them a 
correet knowledge of their true and 
mutal rights and interests. ‘To the in- 
troduction of this knowledge among 
those, before strangers to each other, 
is succeeding an interchange of fam- 
iliar intercourse, generous feeling, and 
Christian charity. Such are the eman- 
ations froma principle of increasing 
benevolence, andenlarged philanthropy. 


In turning our attention more imme- 
diately at home, we see men of the 
most ae rank in society, becoming 
the friends and associates of all religous 
Teachers, without distinction, and the 
gradual approximation of sects and par- 
ties to each other, is every where visi- 
ble and evident. The conflicting and 
discordant elements are gradually knit- 
ting and joining together, towards 
a more complete and perfect Chtistian 
union. The more they become en- 
lightened, the more they become con- 
vinced, that the radical difference a- 
mong Christians is immaterial and nom- 
inal. They see, that the child gener- 
ally inherits the religion of its parent, 
and can easily be moulded, according 
to circumstances, into almost any, and 
if necessary into a National form. They 
no longer believe that the Presbyterian 
who turns Congregationalist or Bap- 
tist, or an Episcopalian who turns Me- 
thodist, and vice versa, is an infidel, 
but is merely changing the form of 
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worship to the same common Parent. 
They begin to see and reflect, that if 
one religious denomination is wrong, 
every other may be, and that for any 
one in particular to pretend to infalli- 
bility, is anti-Christian and intolerant. 
People of different persuasions can now 
unite like bands of brothers, to concert 
plans for the increase and dissemination 
of religious knowledge. A spirit of 
brotherly love and concord is more and 
more ruling and reigning in the hearts 
of our countrymen. Theological Se- 
minaries, Bible, Missionary, and Tract 
Societies, which are every where in- 
creasing, have produced and extended 
religious impressions, generally, and 
awakened Christian zeal and research 
every where, under a well-founded pro- 
pect, that increased blessings will flow 
from the multiplication ef all, and par- 
ticular the latter, by the establishment 
of a National Tract Society at New 
York, under the united care and super- 
intendance of the most distinguished 
Clergy of various denominations 

From this view of sentiment and feel- 
ing, Students of different persuasions 
can meet and read the same religious 
authors, in the same Institutions, un- 
der the same Professors, for the acqui- 
sition of Theological knowledge. Thus, 
while errors and corruptions are detec- 
ted and exposed, will correct and or- 
thedox religious sentiments be promul- 
gated and defended by learned Stu- 
dents employed in the same holy and 


divine calling, for one common purpose. | 


It is by these means, we see so many 
of our first men becoming converts, 
more and more to the Christian faith, 
and devoted to the interests of Bible, 
Missionary, and Tract Societies. 
the seat of the General Government, 


we see Congress electing Chaplains in | 


rotation, to offer up prayers for the suc- 
cess of their deliberations. While we 
witness such concert among the higher 
orders of society, as to religious wor- 
ship, with a favourable disposition to 
the distribution of Religious Tracts, 
properly composed, we have a good 


Ar | 
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right to conclude it will issue in a wise 
National Creed, and that the most pi- 
ous and enlightened men in our country 
will see the impropriety of sending out 
Missionaries and Divines to preach the 
Word of Life with discordant and con- 
flicting views. 

The fruits of this unanimity, lately 
produced the admiration of the * Na. 
tion’s Guest,’”’ in receving the visits of 
the Clergy of all denominations, who 
repaired in a body to pay their respects 
to him, so different from any thing he 
ever saw in Europe. 

This pious unanimity and zeal will 
be apt to produce its own temporal re. 
ward. See the want of it in the late 
war, when the influence of many disaf- 
fected Clergymen was powerfully and 
successfully exerted to paralyze the en- 
ergy and operations of government. 
‘They were not then allowed to feel and 
‘enjoy the benefits which their religious 
labours might confer on the country. 
| Since, their station has become more 
respected; the most respectable layman 
|feels himself honoured to join the Pres. 
-byterian and Baptist, the Episcopalian 
jand Methdist, assembled together to 
deliberate on the best means which their 
joint councils may suggest for the ex- 
‘tension of religious knowledge. The 
‘Clerical robe is becoming less and less 
‘the theme of scoffers, and more and 
more a proud and honourable badge te 

him, who, for his Theological attai- 
ments is entitled to it. 

By enlisting moral and _ religious, 
and consequently numerical force, in 
.the cause of Religion, all the oppositi- 
lon of infidelity will be borne down and 
‘overpowered. Until those collisions 
‘and conflicts of opinion, growing out of 
the same Christian belief, shall be an- 
nihilated or greately abated, our coun- 











‘try in times of distress nnd danger may 
be divided and destracted by religious 
feuds and quarrels. The business of Go- 
‘vernment, ought, as much as possible, 
and may be practicable, to produce 
| unanimity and concord, both in our 
‘civil and religious institutions. 
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As sure as the force of circumstances | 
produces order and systemmin'the world, 
and as sure as there is a tendency and 
gravitation in natural and physical bo- 
dies towards each other, so sure, in the 
moral and religious world, will the les- 
ser bodies or sects be attracted to the| 
largest. Among refractory and apos- 
tate spirits, opposition may be expect- 
ed, but it will be made to yield to the 
power and influence of evangelicaltruth. 

A reference to the state of Christi- 
anity in England, furnishes an ample 


country, preferring a different mode, 
be consigned to perdition for differing 
from each other? 

From what has heen said we may ra- 
tionally conclude, that a zealous co- 
operation among the most respectable 
religious sects in our country, is ten- 
ding toa consolidation, in the principles, 
doctrines and forms of worship, so de- 
sirable. to every true Christian, and 
which may eventually bring about a 
conventional arrangement as to a settled 
form. These anticipations may be fur- 





solution to this position. A great ma- 
jority of the people there, are reconci- 
led to the established order, and unite 
in giving their support to the State. [ 
do not say this because I am an Epis- 
copalian, for I am not; but to enforce 
the necessity of unanimity in the pre- 
vailing religion of the State; or, of 
making it national in its form, tenden- 
cy and operation; since that may be 
considered orthodox, which has the 
most adherents, who are made so by 
birth, education, or accident; as each 
sect pretends, from Scripture, to de- 
rive proof to its system. It is the force 
of circumstances we have been speak- 
ing of, which has produced the Es- 
tablished Religion of England—the 
choice of its people, and whichis ne- 
cessary to its peace—the security of | 
the Government, and the strength of | 
the nation. 

What a beneficial influence would it | 
have on public sentiment and feeling, | 
if the index of its character should be | 
distinguished by a more national custume, | 
which would be solmn and imposing, and , 
such as would secure to the sacerdotal' 
character, that reverence which is due to, 
it. The emblems of worship, proper- | 
ly prepared and arranged, and appro-' 
ved of by a majority of the nation, might | 
be made to correspond with it in other | 








respects. Will it be believed, that thus 
qualified, any of the leading sects of 
this country would repel the sanc-| 
non of Government if offred to them? | 
Are the professors of worship in Eng- 
and to be, and would those in this 


| 


| 


'ther realized, in securing from Con- 


| gress an approprtsiion of a portion of the 
| public lands, to a limited, and yet suf- 
ficient number of the Clergy, and for 


a well defined course ot Education. 
This is prospective, and those who are 
fastidious about it, may gradually sa- 
'crifice their prejudices and scruples, 
which will be likely to be dissipated 
by the light of religious knowledge, on 
the alter of harmony and concord. 
We are not at present proposing to 
our country a Governmental farm of 
worship, or any prescriptive rule of ho- 
mage to the Divine Being; the enligh- 
tened state of the world forbids it. 
But, is it not well to provide guards 
and securities, in time, against those 





| Innovations and convulsions, which may 


endanger our social state? When wars 
and troubles come, is it nothing to 
know the moral and religious influence 
of so respectable an order, as a faith- 
;ful and united ecclesiastical body will be 
exerted, where its interest and duty dic- 
,tate, in explaining and inculcating the 
‘duties, in conciliating the feelings, and 
uniting tbe energies of the country a- 
| gainst a common enemy? And what, 
|in such an event, can tend so much to 
, strengthen the arms of Government, and 
draw them to each other, as to compen- 
sate the labours of religious servants 
faithfully devoted to its views? In the 
sunshine of prosperity, when no per- 
plexities assail us, we are not to calcu- 
late on an unchangeable state of things. 
The progress of events, which are fast 
transpiring and developing themselves, 
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furnishes the best comment on the wri- 
ter’s views. They are plainly disclo- 
sed in declaring the object of this Cir- 
cular to be, the gradual union and a- 
malgamation of all religious sects and 
parties. It originates from a source, 
which aims at no other than the volun- 
tary sacrifice and restraints, which a 
majority of the nation may be disposed 
to adopt, and which its interest and 
tranquility may require. This project, 





tion of circumstances and events, goes. 
forth divested of all party views and | 
considerations. The principle objection | 
to it is, whether the selection of the’ 
present is a proper time for bringing in-| 
to consideration and discusion, those | 
plans of improvement and reform, which | 
are fast maturing—so as to accom-| 


[We are pleased to find that the princi. 
pal part of the forgoing Circular has been 
inserted in several papers in the state of 
New York, prefaced or followed with 
very suitable and just remarks. Some of 
these will here be given. ]} 


[From the Cayuga Patriot, printed at Ay. 
burn, New York. | 


CURIOUS CIRCULAR. 
LAW AND RELIGION—CHURCH AND STATE. 


The following curious circular we re- 





' ceived through the medium of the Post 
which follows the course and opera-j, 


Office, from Albany. Although this 
communication was intended to be se- 
cretly circulated, among such only as 
| ‘*have similar views,”’ and “the circu. 
lation of it has been limited,’’ yet, as 
| we have a copy in our possession, and as 
_we have been calculated upon by re. 


t . . 
,spected friends in other parts of the 
:State, te come out in this case in de- 


plish, sooner or later, what is now pro- } fence of civil and religious liberty, we 
posed. Feeling the happy presenti-!\deem it our purty to publish it, that 


ment of an improving state of things 


sires the sober and reflecting part of the 
community to calculate, whether the 
great and permanent interests of Reli- 
gion, do not substantially require that 
an early foundation should be laid for 
its greater extention and security,on the 
plan suggested, which may tend to ar- 
rest those distractions and divisions on 
account of it, which, if continued, may 
tend also to discourage Government, 
in case the state of the country may re- 
quire it, from giving any form or en- 
couragement to it? 

By a spirit of forbearance, and the 
enlightened councils of wise and good 
men, our system of government is dail 
securing the affections of all parties to 
it, and acquiring greater solidity. No- 
thing is wanting as to our religious 
condition, but time, with a well con. 
certed plan, to produce, as the Rev. Dr. 
Beecher says, “a homogeneous influence,” 
which will issue in a uniform and har- 
menious system of Christian worship ; 
and which, lke our admirable form of 
civil Government, may excite the ad- 
miration and applause of * all who as 


the whole body of the people may be 
in the religious world, the writer de- | 


aware of a secret and most foul conspi- 
racy, to raise up a religious oligarchy, 
and gradually, to advance a state of 
things, which must essentially change 
the nature and principles of our govern- 
ment. 


As the editor of a political newspz- 








per, we have never interfered in religi- ° 
ous matters, whilst religion kept with- 
in its proper bounds; and we pledge 
ourselves that we will never so interfere, 
from motives of friendship or hostility, 
to this or that religious sect or deno- 
mination, nor in any case, except when 
we conceive some grand principle of 
public liberty is put in jeopardy by 
those who labor to aggrandize then- 
selves and their order, at the expense of 
every thing dear to American citizens. 
But when circumstances require, I 
gardless of personal consequences to 
ourselves, we shall breast the shock ot 
infuriate zeal, strip the hypocrite of his 
assumbed garb, and sound a tocsin o 
alarm, which will rouse to action the 
sleeping energies of the people. 

We see pretences indirectly set Ups 
similar to those advanced by the French 





yet are strangers to at.?? 


government and the Spanish clergy: 
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previous to the invasion of Spain for 
the overthrow of the constitutional go- 
vernment. By telling us of the hurt- 
ful influence of disaffected clergymen 
during the late war, and of the blessed 
effects ‘when wars and trouble come,” 

of having ‘the moral and religious in- 
fluence of so respectable an order as a 
faithful and united ecclesiastical body,” 

exerted in preaching the doctrines of 
passive obedience to the government 
that pays them, we are given negative- 


iy and indirectly, but pretty clearly, tof 


understand that unless church and state 
are connected and the clergy provi- 
ded for by government, their ‘‘influ- 
ence”? will be directed in conjunction 
with the bayonets of the Aoly alliance, 
to ruin our fair country and overthrow 
our liberties, and bring upon us all the 
evils of Spanish poverty, slavery and 
religious bigotry, 

The writer intimates plainly enough, 
that we are to have a kind of inquisition 
with the new order of things, by tell- 
ing us those whom the national esta- 
blishment may accuse of ‘‘infidelity”? | 





are to be ‘* borne down and overpower- 
ed” by ‘numerical force,” and that it | 
will be the ‘business of government,” 
to produce unanimity and concord both | 





[From a paper printed at Buffalo, N. Y.] 
THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY 
REVEALED. 

The reader will find in his paper an 
extract from the Cayuga Patriot, fol- 
lowed by an infamous “ ciRCULAR,”’ 
which has probably been secretly cir- 
culated among a certain class of our 
citizens for the worst of purposes. 
This offspring of clerical artifice will 
doubtless surprise many an honest A- 
mercan, but we have too long been pre- 
pared for the event to be either surpri- 


sed or astonished. We have seen, and 


heard, and known too much about that 
intolerant and domineering spirit, which 
has prevailed in the hearts, and been 
manifest in the conduct of the popular 
clergy and nominally orthadox, not toe 
be prepared for a developement of the 
most nefarious designs against the peace 
and happiness of these United States. 
Their plans have been wisely laid, their 
exertions have been characterised by 
the most unblushing and assiduous per- 
severence; and when defeated in one 
measure, they have resorted to others 
with unimpared confidence in the hope 
of success, as if nothing but the arm of 
|omnipotence, made bare in defence of 
our civil and religious liberty could baf- 


in our civil and religious institutions. |! fle their ungodly zeal, and put an ef- 


Whether this circular is the work of | 
some religious order, or of the emissa- | 


fectual stop to their unholy policy. 
We do not expect that our feeble voice 


nes of the holy alliance, and whether | will be heard or regarded by the multi- 


the attempt to introduce religious tracts || 
into our common schools on the autho- | 
rity of government was intended to | 
pave the way for a union of church and 
state; and also how far the petitions for 
closing the canal locks and stopping | 
the stages and steam-boats on the Sab- | 
bath, were intended to bring the legis- 


latese under the influence of the clergy, 


and familiarize the people to legislation 


in matters of religion—by this insidu-. 
ous circular ihe reader may judge as: 


We here place it before. 


well as we. 


the public; we have discharged our du- 
ty; ; it belongs to our brother editors, 
aud to the people to discharge theirs. 








‘tude, nor will all the friends of God 
and man, who at heart desire the per- 
petuation of our peace be wrought upon 
by our exertions, but we cherish the 
fond hope, that a few, at least will be 
'admonished to prepare to do their du- 


ity! No;—hundreds, perhaps, who read 


this, will yet, prefer to sing the song of 
our safety—will extol the permanency 
of our republic—will chant the requiem 
to departed danger, while at the same 
time their devotions at the shrine of 
our national greatness, will be mixed 
with fear of some clerical dignitary who, 
perhaps, holds concealed under his sa- 


| cerdotal garments, a chain for our con- 
Isciences, and a goad for our backs! 
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But, if we mistake not, a few years 
will take from before the faces of our 
honest and unsuspecting citizens, the 
veil, which now obscures the dark de- 
signs of a portion of our population. 
It needs not the spirit of prophecy, to 
convince the candid and experienced 
mind, that a secret influence, which is 
now held by a few over the minds and 
interests of many, will ripen into a bold 
and overbearing dominion. Let facts 
speak for themselves. 

The press, is considered the safe- 
guard of our liberty: we hear it fre- 
quently declared that so long as liberty 
of the press is maintained no serious 
evils can befal our nation. We admit 
the fact. But where, we ask, is this | 
boasted liberty? Where are periodical | 
papers which are free? Many hundred | 


weckly newspapers are published in our | 


country, and tov them the mass of our | 


population look for information; but 
how great a portion of these publicati- 
ons are free? We venture to say, that 
one in fifty cannot be found that dare 
call in question the holiness (may we not 
add eg ?) of the popular clergy! | 
One fact speaks volumes. Att the last | 


session of our legislature, the despica- |) 
ble plans of the N. Y. Tract Society j, 
were remonstrated against, and a re- 
port unanimously adopied by the Sen- 
ate, censuring the tool of priestcraft, | 


the Secretary of State, for his endea- 
vours to introduce into our common 
schools their pestiferous tracts. But) 
was this report circulated among the 
mass of the people through the medium 
of our newspapers? No. Not more than |! 
three or four papers in the state of N. 

York have dared to hand that able 
document to their patrons! Neither of | 
the editors at Albany dare say a word. 

The Ontario Messenger, published at 
Canandaigua, had the honor of first 
giving it publicity. Since then a few 
papers have copied it, and not one out 
of fifty of our citizens have ever known 
that such a report existed under heaven. 


Why is it so? But one answer can be | 


given. Our free presses, are so far une} 


sn ee mae 


der the influence of clerical dignitaries, 
that they dare not proclaim the truth, 
Their masters would be displeased were 
they to declare their defeat, and there. 
ore they are silent! That their silence 
is not occasioned by any veneration of 
the plans or religious opinions of their 
oppressors, is evident, for they inward- 
ly hate them; but so much the worse; 
for their conduct evinces the extent of 
their bondage. It is the temporal in. 
fluence of the clergy whic': they fear! they 
see it, they hear it, they groan under 
it, and their farcel obedience is irk. 
some in the extreme. 

We hope and pray, that since a few 
independent editors have taken a stand 








‘and erected their standard, more will be 
found to support them. But should 
'the present state of things continue to 
‘exist for any length of time, we ma 
prepare our necks for the yoke of bon- 
.dage, and say our last prayer for tem- 
poral and spiritual deliverance. 
[From a paper printed at Utica, N. Y.] 
‘s America has, for about half a ceu- 





|| tury, stood alike the object of Euro- 
|| pean admiration and envy, not only on 
|account of her political, but still more 
on account of her religious liberties. 
But should the ill- fared day arrive, on 
which an illegal oligarchy of religion 
and politics, should darken the fair 
heavens of America, “ farewell, a long 
farewell, to all her greatness!’’ Rather 
‘than appropriate lands for the support 
of the clergy, which ever have become 
lazy, ignorant, and intolerant, in pro- 
portion to their wealth and political i- 
fluence, we would strenuously recom- 
,mend to Congress and every lover of 
‘religious and political liberty in these 
United States, to raise, by every poss! 
ble means, even vast sums of money 
and an extensive fleet, to ship off in thou- 
sands the admirers of the Ferdinands 
and the Inquisition.”’ 





Concluding Remarks. 
What plans or measures will next be 
resorted toy by the clergy or their 





friends, it is difficult to say. We have 
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only to wait for a further developement 
of their “anagnificent schemes,”’ and ob- 
serve their giant strides for power and 
dominion. It is a matter of congratula- 
tion to the friends of religious freedom, 
that there are a few editurs who yet 
dare to speak out, by which the people 
may be apprized of their danger in time 
to save theimselves and their posterity 
fram the thraldom of priestly ascenden- 
cy and rule. All that is wanting, ef- 
fectually to check the strides of priest- 
craft in this country, is for the people 
to have a judgment of their own, and 
remove the grand pillars which support 
the whole superstructure, viz. money. 
Let the people no longer give a cent 
either to make, or to maintain a single 
proud pompous priest in our land, and 
there will be an end of the whole con- 
cern at once. Such priests can do no 
good to the cause of Christ or to the 
souls of men; they will stop preaching 
as soon as the people stop paying them, 
and the sooner they are compelled to 
resort to a more honest calling for a live- 
lihood, the better it will be for them- 
selves and the community at large. 
Much might be said respecting ‘the 
progress of events’’ “ which,”’ says the 
author of the Circylar, ‘are fast tran- 
spiring and developing themselves.” 
But we have already occupied so much 
of the present number about this plan 
of a ** National Religion,’? that we 
have not room to enlarge. We cannot 
however conclude without observing, 
that now, if ever, is the time for our 
American editors to show their love to 
the rights and liberties of the people, 
by raising their voice against the plans 
and schemes in operation for establish- 
ing an arbitrary and tyrannical hierar- 
chy: For should matters continue to 
progress towards a clerical ascendency 
in this country, as fast as they have 
fora few years past, it will soon be too 
late to oppose the designs of the priest- 
hood wit safety, or with any prospect 





of success. 


We omitted to insert the following || sibly be devised ” 
at the close of the Circular: (@r/¢t is |j true object of this church nurtured in- 


a 


requested that this Circular may be com- 
municated to such as have similar views, 
as the distribution of it has been limi- 
ted.” It may be proper also to state, 
that the words rendered emphatical in 
the Circular by being put in italic cha- 
racters, were not so in the copy sent to 
us. 


For the Reformer. 
CENTRAL CoLLEGeE KENTUCKY. 


The Editors of the N. Y. American, 
“cheerfully” insert a notice from the 
Princeton American Journal, ‘‘ reia- 
tive to the Central College of Ken- 
tucky, in order that the subject may at- 
tract the attention of the friends of li- 
terature throughout this section of the 
country.””? By this notice we learn, that 
“the Rev. Jno. M‘Farland and the 
Rev. Jno. Breckenridge of the Synod 
of Kentucky, are at present before the 
eastern community,” soliciting funds 
to put into operation another instru- 
ment of an high minded and usurpin 

aristocracy, with which another an 

another deadly blow will be aimed at 
the vitals of our independence. The 
terms “are the endowing the institu- 
tion to the amount of twenty thousand 
dollars. When this is done, it is to be- 
come the property of the Synod of Kea- 
tucky ; and while it will be thus nurtured 
by the church, it will be kept free by the 
provisions of the charter, from influ- 
ences peculiarly sectarian.’’ (How often 
have the public been deceived by * sec- 
tarian’”’ promises!) The editors ‘‘for- 
bear to speak of the present unhappy 
condition of that important member of 
the union; but are fully satisfied—first, 
that the present state of things, could 
not have occurred had the blessings of 
education been as extensively enjoyed 
as in New Eugland, &c.—and second- 


| ly, that the permanent establishment of 


a christian college in the midst of that 
people, will bettermould its fine elements 
of character into tie form tat is needed, 





than any other expedient that can pos- 
Here we have the 
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stitution in as plain language as we 
could wish—lIt is to mould the charac- 
ters of our countrymen into “the form 


that is needed,’ that is, **to instil the | 


Calvinistic sentiments without the stu- 
dents being sensible of it,’ “so that we 





ee 


et 


have consisted of one continued effort 
to encroach on the dearest rights we 
|possess. ‘They would rob us of our 
independence, dispose of our property, 
and triumph in our miseries. They 
would dictate to us our creed, and to 





can manage t'e civil government as we) punish our disobedience they would 


please. os 
fers. 


Yet the Editors of the New York 


American, lend the influence of their 


(See Ignatius Thompson’s let- 


| lead us to the stake, burn our bodies, 


and scatter our ashes to the four winds 
of Heaven. Is it possible that the 
| scenes which have disgraced Spain and 


press and ‘ cheerfully” trumpet forth ', Europe must be renewed along the fer- 


this notice in order to “attract the at- 
tention of the friends of /iierature.’’ 


These Editors may indeed be literary 


gentlemen, but they cannot possess 


much independence or discernment. 
The advance of a particular class of 
men in our country towards despotic 
power and exclusive privileges is alarm- 
ing in the highest degree. They make 
war in disguise. They take advantage 
of our early prejudices and lay the 
foundation of their power in the super- 
stitious weaknesses of the human heart. 


They are imperceptibly coining upon 
us all the oppressive consequences of a 


feudal system. The are founding cas- 
tles about our country under the spe- 
cious name of seminaries of religious 
instruction. And when they are se- 
cure, behind ramparts of forms and 
ceremonies, they will at some future 
period exercise the most lawless tyran- 
ny over the minds and persons of their 
surrounding vassals. 

Our government like every other re- 
public is founded in opinion. As long 
therefore as public opinion supports any 
particular measures of government those 
measures must prevail. Hence it is the 
manifest object of the priesthood to 
make a total change of public opinion 
in their favour, because, then they will 
be able to “manage the civil government 
as they please.”’” Any one-who has an 
ordinary conception, and who will take 
the trouble to examine with care and 
impartiality their intrigues for no long- 
er time than since the American Revo- 
lution, must see the true design of their 
schemes. He wii find their conduct te 


tile valley of the Mississippi? Must our 
temples be made the receptacles of a- 
bominations more vile than those of 
Juggernaut? Must our liberties be sa- 
crificed upon those alters, around which 
we ought to receive intellectual enjoy- 
ment? Must we the descendents of 
those who bled and triumphed in a war 
of independence, be ground into the 
very dust upon which we tread by an 
odious and vexatious tyranny? Forbid 
it my countrymen! Spurn from your 
minds the influence of men who would 
take away your rights and privileges, 
Exercise your own native independence 
and be your own conscience keepers, ot 
else yield the management of your civil 
government to those who would en- 
slave you. What would you think of 
those persons who should openly pro- 
pose to take charge of your temporal 
concerns, pretending that you were 
not able to take care of them your- 
selves? Or with what complacency 
would you regard those, who should 
propose to confine your persons under 
pretence of preserving you from dan- 
ger? In how much greater abhorrence, 
then, ought you to hold those who pro- 
pose to shackle your minds by the fet- 
ters of bigotry and superstition, in or- 
der to regulate your temporal concerns 
as best suits their interests? 

I shall conclude with an extract from 
an eminent writer, who says with much 
force and propricty. 

“As to ecclesiastical parties, we 
may observe that in all ages of the 
world priests have been always enemies 








lito liberty, and it is certain, that thir 
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steady conduct of theirs must have been 
founded on fixed reasons of interest and 
ambition. Liberty of thinking and of 
expressing our thoughts are always fa- 
tal to priestly power, and to those pl- 
ous frauds on which it is commonly 
founded. All princes who have aimed 
at despotic power, have known of what 
importance it was to gain the establish- 
ed clergy: As the clergy on their side 
have shewn great facility of entering 
into the views of such princes.”’ 
A. Junior. 
Union College, July, 1825. 
FOR THE REFORMER. 

[Communicated from Palmyra, N. Y.] 

Extract form the Western Recorder, 
published at Utica, under the patron- 
age and for the benefit of the Western 
Education Society, and Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary: 

The self-righteous Pharisees were doubt- 
less surprised and offended, at being told 
that the publicans and harlots should en- 


ter into the kingdom of heaven before 
them : and, too often, in the spirit of self- 


complacency, are the best of US at the |} 


present day, found to manifest a similar 
state of feeling!!! 

The above is the first honest and can- 
did acknowledgement that I have ever 
seen from the same source. In fact, it is 
very seldom that the se/f-rig iteous Pres- 
byterians in this section of the coun- 
try so far forget themselves as to pub- 
licly admit so disgraceful a fact. But 
““murder will out,’? and I hope the 
day is not far distant when these wolves 
in “sheeps clothing”? will be held up 
to the public in their true character. 

Now, Messrs Editors, do for Au- 
manity’s sake give the above admission 
a place in your valuable paper, accom- 
panied by some remarks of your own. 

An AMERICAN. 


From a variety of facts which have 
come to our knowlege, as well as from 
the tenor of the above article, it plain- 
ly appears that the Presbyterians in the 
State of New York have carried mat- 
ters with such a high hand, and urged 


their claims with so much assurances 
that a strong tide of feeling is begin- 
ning to set against them. If at this 
critical juncture of their affairs, they 
can muster sufficient force, or use in- 
genuity enough to turn it back, with- 
out having their schemes frustrated, 
their cause will be more firmly estab- 
lished than ever, and in a little time 
they will be able to bid defiance to all 
opposition. 

Pure and undefiled religion in this 
day, seems to be but little desired or 
regarded, while popularity, power and 
influence are the chief objects of pur- 
suit among professors, and particularly 
among the clergy. No wonder then 
that true christianity is fallen so low; 
that a spiritual dearth has overspread 
the land, and that there is little else but 
the name to distinguish between those 
who profess to be of the Church and 
those of the world. Thislamentable state 
of things has been brought about in the 
midst of innumerable Missionary, Bi- 
ble, and Education Societies, all pro- 





'fessedly designed for the advancement 
‘and spread of religion. Such has ever 
‘been, and such will ever be the re- 
sult, when proud pompous priests, and 
worldly men, undertake to promote 


lof the christian religion. 


| Until these 
grand and imposing schemes, and popu- 
lar contrivances of hypocritical protes- 
sors, are seen in their true character and 
| abandoned, genuine christianity can 
| never prosper. Had our Saviour in- 
‘tended that his gospel should be pro- 
'mulgated and extended by such means, 
he would have set the example. But 
every thing in his life and conduct, as 
well as of his immediate disciples, fur- 
wishes a tacit denial and reproof to the 
works and doings of the present day. 

A writer in the Ciristian Inquirer, 
speaking of these numerous socicties 
and associations for advancing the in- 
terests of religion, s1ys: 

** But I would inquire for what pur- 
pose is all this machinary prepared and 








‘set in motion? The answer will be, to 


the humble and self-denying doctrines. 
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enlighten and convert the world to 
christianity. I would still further ask, 
did Jesus or his Apostles deivse such a 
scheme for the conversion of the world, 
and was it by those means that the sound 
of the gospel ‘went out into all the 
earth and its words to the ends of the 
world ? 
modern invention? If they had been 
deemed the best mode for the instruc- 
tion and conversion of mankind, would 
they not have adopted them, or have 
given directions for this purpose? 
any one will thoroughly investigate this 
subject, he will find that these societies 


are set in motion by men who are either 
ambitious of obtaining distinction and 
popularity among their fellows, or by 
such as want the emoluments of offices 
created by the formation of these socie- 


ties.’ 





[Extract of a letter to the Editors of the 


N. Y. Daily Advertiser.) 


One of the first objects that attract- 
ed our attention at Montreal, was the 
laying the corner stone of a Presbyte- 
The cere- 
mony was performed by the Grand- 
Master of the Masonic Society, attend- 
ed by a large number of the fraternity 
in splendid dresses and badges appro- 
priate to their institution. A handsome 
company of horse from the city mili- 
tia well mounted, equipped, and dis- 
ciplined, and a number of the regular 
troops, with a band of music, escorted 
the procession, consisting of clergymen 
of different denominations, gentlemen 
of the bar, citizens, &c. to and from 
the place where the foundation of the 
bnilding was to be erected; and after 
laying the corner stone, an address was 
made to the persons assembled, by the 
Rev. Mr. Stevens of the Episcopal 
It was a grati- 


rian Church in that city. 


Church in Montreal. 


fying spectacle to see such a large col- 
lection of people, of so many different 
persuasions, as well as occupations, || 
met on such an interesting occasion, 
and manifesting such a spirit of eatho- 
licism, 





Are not all these societies of 


If 


== 
[From the Eastern Chronicle. } 

On Friday the 24th ult, being the 
festival of St. John, the corner stone 
of a Methodist Chapel was laid at Win- 
throp village by the Grand Lodge of 
Maine, in presence of a large and re- 
spectable collection of people, many of 
whom were from adjacent towns. The 
Grand Lodge, accompanied by the 
members of ‘lemple Lodge, marched 
in procession with music to the site, 
where, after the ceremonies were per- 
formed, an address was delivered on 
the occasion by M. Springer, jr. The 
Rev. Bishop Soule, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, from Baltimore, 
was psesent, and addressed the throne 
of Grace. The ceremonies were con- 
cluded by a Masonic Ode, which was 
performed with much taste. 


[Who would have supposed some years 
back, when the Methodist were a despised 
and persecuted people, that they would 
ever have such a farce in laying the cor- 
ner stone of one of their Chapels. Yet we 
find the proceedings sanctioned by the 
presence of one of their Bishops. It is no 
wonder that the Methodist have now the 
countenance and friendship of the Presby- 
terians and Episcopalians; for the world 
will love its own. ] 





[From the New York Telescope.] 
PREACHERS AND MEETING 
HOUSES. 

There are a vast number of preach- 
ers and meeting-houses in the present 
day, and the number of both rapidly in- 
creasing. But does it appear that pie- 
ty increases in the same proportion’— 
Every candid man must answer in the 
negative. So far from it, that just in 
the same proportion as they increase; 
religion decreases; and this has been 
the case ever since the days of the 
apostacy. We read of no meeting- 
houses among the apostles, nor colleg¢- 
made ministers. They met together 1 
‘‘upper rooms,”’ and in common dwell- 
ing-houses. They did not spend thou- 
sands to raise large edifices to worship 
in. ‘They wanted all the money they 








[could spare to relieve the distressed. 
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But as soon as Christianity declined by| 


“grievous wolves entering im,” finely 


“ >> 
decorated and extravagent meeting-|| “ rooting up 
houses were erected, like those in this || 


Preachers now must || 
|| place, will be the result. 


and other places. 
be prepared to officiate in them to suit 
the taste of their corrupt hearers. Is it 
not evident that the same spirit [Anti- 








christ ] has been working in the church- 
es ever since? and has he not leavened 
them into his own nature and likeness? 
Look at Spain, atthe revoldtion! Behold 
the swarms of priests, and the multiplici- 
ty of cathedrals! A large portion of the 
kingdom belonged to the priesthood. — 
Professors are now rushing into the 
same extremes, and the same apostacy, 
as fast as time permits; and if their 
course is not arrested, we shall see ere 
long a picture as melancholy as ever 
was witnessed in any Catholic country ; 
and ail under the pretence of promoting 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Now the preaching of the present 
day among Catholics, Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, 
Quakers, and every other sect, may be 
compared to the farmer who goes into 
his field, which is covered with brush, 
and sows his seed. It would be folly 
for him to expect acrop. Should it 
spring up, it would be choked, and thus 
his labour lost. Precisely so in a spi- 
ritual point of view. — There is so much 
rubbish, fallow-ground, and shrubbery 
in the vineyard of the Lord, that the 
spiritual seed yields little or no fruit; 
and indeed the seed sown seems to have 
no life in it, and of course killeth, or 
hardens the people; and therefore we 
need expect ro change for the better, 
until God sends his own labourers, 
with the gospel axe and plough. They 
will not, like those in the present time, 
begin to sow among brush, briers, and 
thorns—but will first thoroughly clear 
the ground, and then we may expect a 
glorious harvest. In other words, the 
Lord will sepd true messengers, who 
will testify against all the abominations 
which exist in the churches. They will 
take up tie stumbling-blocks out of tie 





way of his people: and when they have 
prepared the way of the Lord, by 
every plant not of his 
right-hand planting, a reformation, dif- 
ferent from any that has ever taken 





[From a Troy paper, N. Y.] 

It seems, from recent occurrences at 
the Theological Seminary at Prince- 
town, N. J. that there have arisen se- 
rious difficulties and warm controversies 
among the Presbyterian Clergy, rela- 
tive to the propriety and consistency of 
creeds and confessions of faith in rhe 


‘Church. The Rev. Mr. Duncan, Pas- 
‘tor of a Presbyterian Church at Balti- 
| more, was called on, the last year, to 


deliver a Discourse before the Direc- 
tors and Students of this seminary. In 


‘compliance with the invitation, he de- 
livered the Discourse, and in it, he en- 


deavoured to show the impropriety and 
danger of using, and trusting, in human 
creeds, confessions of faith, catechisms, 
&c. more than the Bible, which ought 
to be the only rule of faith and practice. 
This Discourse excited che indignation 
and drew forth the censure of some 
Presbyterian sticklers for creeds and 
confessions. At the opening of the 
next session, Dr. Miller addressed an 
introductory lecture to the Students of 
the Theological Seminary, selecting 
for its subject, ** The utility and im- 
portance of creeds and confessions ” 
This put Mr. Duncan on his defence, 
and provoked a reply: he has now pub- 
lished a work of nearly 300 pages, en- 


oe *“*Remarks on the Rise, Use, 


and Unlawfulness of creeds, and con- 
fessions of faith, in the Church of 
God;”’ in direct opposition to the now 
existing practice among Presbyterians. 
Both of these gentlemen have their 
friends and their parties. What the re- 
sult will be, we cannot tell: but should 
not be surprized if it should terminate 
in an open separation, as a similar con- 





troversy about Church Government 


and Discipline among the Methodists, 





did a short time since. Should this be 
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the case, we shall probably have in that "only died giving. Baptist divines, of the 
denomination, the O/d standing, and the |, Wayland, or wayward class, have suc- 
Reformed Presbyterians. We sincerly | ceeded pretty well in that. And it is 
pray that, if any reformation is produ-| 


| in fact a matter of doubt which, the 
ced, it may be one, “perfect and entire, || Baptist or Presbyterian divines, ‘first 
wanting nothing.” 


taught their followers in modern days, 
— this give-and-go-to-heaven doctrine; as 
Mahomet did his fight-and-go-to-hea- 


ven assurances. All we claim is, that 








[From the American Eagle of August 1st.) | 
A few weeks since the Christian En- | 


quirer of New-York remarked, that we 
had now a National Bible Society, and 


a National Tract Society, and should ' 


soon have a National Religion. 

Since the Christian Enquirer made 
that remark, a leading Missionary pa- 
per in New-York, the Observer, edited 
by the son of the Rev. Dr. Morse, has 
come out in favour of a National Mis- 
sionary Society; and, of course, the 
concentration of all their Missionary 
force and funds into that. 

And which sect, think ye, would be 
the king of the walk, if a National Re- 
figion should take place? Which sect 
now holds the keysandthe purse strings, 
and the moral force of the National Bi- 
ble Society? Which holds those of the 
National Jew Bite? Which is it that 
now proposes a national concentration of 
Missionary funds? and which think ye, 
would be the king of the National Re- 
ligion, should that be the next object, 
after funds enough for the purpose 
should be acquired? Would it not be 
most likely to be the same sect which 
has got the keys and the purse-strings 
and the moral force of all these nationals, 
already in their hands? 

Some time ago, the Methodist, Bap- 
tist, and the Episcopal divines were 
told in this paper that they must either 
head and stop that sect in their race, or 
spur on and overtake it:—and it was 
believed the former would be their best 
policy, because they had neither spur 
nor speed to effect the latter. 

Mahomet made all his followers be- 
lieve they wouJd certainly go to heaven 
if they only died in battl—and our 
Presbyterian divines, have certainly suc- 
ceeded best in making their followers 
believe they would go to heaven if they 








our Presbyterian divines have succeed. 
ed better in making their poor credul. 
ous followers believe it. Hence they 
are almost as victorious in the fund-get- 
ting way, as Mahomet was in the fight 
and conquering way. 

At all events they have two spurs or 
schemes, in the head, where the divines 
of any other sect have one im the heel, 
and one in the head, says an old re. 
mark, is worth two in the heel. 

And it is believed, that they have 
succeeded altogether best in teaching 
their followers every thing that relates 
to the new catechism—that the chief end 
of man is to give and keep giving for- 
ever. It is therefore believed, that as 
they have already succeeded in getting 
sO many nationals into their hands, they 
will bear off the palm of national relig- 
ion, in their own hands, should there 
ever one take place. 


Breaking ground on the Canal, Ohio. 


From a Cicinnati paper, we learn, 
that the ceremony of “breaking ground” 
on the Miami Canal, took place near 
Middletown on Thursday July 21. Says 
the account, ‘‘at one end of a piece 
of ground staked off and enclosed, was 
erected a stand, with a roof to keep off 
the sun. Here was seated the gover- 
nor of Ohio, governor Clinton, the 
Canal Commissioners, the Orator cf 
the day, Judge Crane, the Chaplain, 
Engineer, Contractors, and a number 
of other gentlemen. When the bustle 
had subsided the band struck up a na- 
tional air. Next followed the prayar 
from the Chaplain. After which Judge 
Crane rose and delivered an address, 
which was received with great ap- 
plause.”’ Soon after, Governors Mor- 
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row and Clinton, each taking a spade, 
commenced simultaneously the work 
of breaking ground. ‘¢ On lifting the 
first clods, a signal was given, when the 
military commenced firing, and the mul- 
‘titude rent the air with long and repea- 
ted shouts.”’ 

We do not see the utility or propri- 
ety of having the presence and services 
of a Chaplain on such an occasion. It 
certainly can bring no honor to the 
cause of christianity or in any way pro- 
mote its true interest. 


When the ceremony of breaking 





_version. An old military plunderer has 
| found out the road to hi8 parish church, 
and has evinced an edifying piety. A- 


‘nother political character, who was ne- 
iver in a church in his life-time, has 


added a magnificent chapel to his cha- 
teau. A third, who is promised a peer- 
iage, calls a court confessor to his wife, 
! though both the husband and the wife 
‘are unbelievers. And a fourth, whd is 
la decided infidel, drops his prayer-book 
‘in the saloon of a Jesuitical minister, to 
‘show that his studies have lately been 
‘of a more spiritual kind. The follow- 


ground was finished, a large party par-||ing is a part of our correspondent’s 


took of adinner in a neighbouring grove, 
after which a number of toasts were 
drank, amidst the repeated cheers of 
the company. 

That such a farce cannot be played 
without the aid and assistence of a 
priest, is what is the most singular, and 
causes this notice of the subject. 





FRANCE. 

The accession of Charles X. known 
for his frank adherence to high church 
doctrines, and the ceremonies of the 
coronation, evidently calculated to ex- 
alt the church more than the monarch, 
have given a remarkable impulse toa 
engular direction to the religious opi- 
nious of certain classes of the nation. 
Those who solicit favours from the 
monarch must bring a certificate of me- 
rit from the church: attendance at mass 
is counted as a part of court service; 
and civic titles, employments and hon- 
ers, are the rewards of devout genuflec- 
tions in public, or submissive reverence 
to the Jesuits in private. To such a 
length is this species of dishonesty car- 
ried, that ambitious and selfish men 
now enter religious congregations as 
they formerly did factious clubs, and 
put on the mask of ardent piety, as they 
formerly did that of polictical cisinteres- 
tedness. A Paris correspondent has sup- 
plied us with some singular instances of 
change among that class whose peni- 
tence was least likely to deserve the 


'communication :— 

“Since the Jesuits have regained their 
| influence over the government, all the 
individuals who aspire to the favour of 
Charles X. evince toward the Catho- 
\lic religion a most exemplary zeal. One 
of the most celebrated Generals of the 
army of Bounaparte, who, under the 
emperor had made war on the Spanish 
monks—who had set fire to their con- 
‘vents and their churches, and who al- 
‘though himself married, shewed no 
‘more respect to the women than to the 
priests of Spain—who had, in short 
never declined any of the enjoyments or 
profits af war, has just given to the 
companions of his arms and his plea- 
sures the most edifying example. He 
proceeded to his parish church in grand 





j|costume, in a chariot drawn by four 


horses; he proudly passed through the 
crowd assembled to witness his magni- 
ficence, and sat down to the communi- 
on table accompanied with a dozen lac- 
queys in holiday livery. Yet this is one 
of the men who formerly repaired with 
a bonnet rouge to worship the Goddess 
of Reason. 

“A ci devant councellor of Bouna- 
parte, who has since been minister of 
Louis XVIIL. M, B.——, has given 
Charles X. a more amusing proof of 
his faith in Catholic dectrines. He has 
had for a long time in his hands, the 
promise of being made a peer at the ap- 





edit, or to obtain the rewards of con- 





proaching promotion, and sealed letters 
Bio that eflect. His wife, who was a 
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philosopher like himself, became indis- 
posed, and the*disease was so serious as 
to occasion a fear for life. The ci de- 
vant philosopher, who had always turn- 
ed into redicule the articles of faith 
peculiar to the Catholics, approached 
his beloved half, and, after discoursing 
much on the uncertainty of the future, 
and the weakness of human reason, pro- 
posed that a confessor should be sent 
for. M. de B——, astonished at a 
language which she had never heard of 
before, replied that she would not end 
her life by an act of hypocrisy, and that 
she would die as she had lived.—The 
husband tried the effect of new argu- 
meuts to convince her; but, being un- 
ble to succeed, he exclaimed, ‘ what, 
then, will become of my letters patent 
for a peerage?’ Nevertheless, the 
Countess B——, who, probably cared 
little about leaving her husband a peer 
of France, persisted in refusing the pro- 
posed spiritual succors. M. B 

then adressed himseif to an old philoso- 
phical priest of his acquaintance, and 
asked his advice. The following plan 
was agreed upon, and executed between 
them: 

«The servants were to assemble in 
an antechamber of the ci devant minis- 
ter; the old priest arrived in his cano- 
nicals, and uttered some words, which 
announced the object of his visit. He 
was then conducted towards the cham- 
ber of the patient, but, instead of en- 
tering it he went to have a fete-a-tete 
with the husband. And after an half- 
hours conversation, they both returned 
to the anti-chamber, where the domes- 
tics were collected, and there testified 
the admiration which had been excited 
in them by the religious zeal of Mada- 
me, and the fervour with which she had 
fulfiled her last duties.’’ 

These facts, and others of a similar 
nature, give a tolerable idea of the 
French Government. [London Times. 


Established Religion.—The moment 
auy religion becomes national or esta- 
blished, its purity must certainly be lost, 








ey 


| because it is then impossible to keep it 
}unconnected with men’s interests ; and, if 
}connected, it must inevitably be perver. 
ited by them. Whenever temporal advan. 
tages are annexed to any religious profes. 
sion, they will be sure to call in all those 
who have no religion at all. Knaves will 
embrace it for the sake of interest; fools 
will follow them for the sake of fashion. 
and when ‘it is once in such hands, no hu- 
man means can preserye its purity. 
[Late paper. 


[From the Evangelical Witness. } 
UniTEepD ForeIGN MIssioNaRY Socrery. 


It is eight years since this institution 
was founded, by the Presbyterian, the 
Reformed Dutch and the Associate Re- 
formed Churches. It is now in the hands 
of the two former bodies. It has a mission 
about twenty miles from Fort Gibson, on 
the Grand river. This military post is oc- 
cupied for the purpose of protecting the 
Missionaries. Thus, the United States 
protects, by an armed force, the remote 
western boundary of the Presbyterian 
church. Besides the general government 
has appropriated 2,600 dollars, for buil- 
ding the church and fitting out the parson- 
age establishment. This is in its principle, 
as really the establishment of religion by 
law, as the Episcopal establishment of 
England. This society has 189 auxiliaries, 
and its receipts for the last year were 20, 
975 dollars. 


[From the New Hampshire Patriot. | 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR AMELIORATING 
THE CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 


We observe by the papers that the 
‘Rev. Mr. Frey, agent to the American 
Society for ameliorating the condition of 
the Jews, is now travelling through the 
state of Vermont, making collections, and 
framing auxiliary societies, and has met 
with considerable success ;” and that ‘*he 
intends also to visit this state and preach ;” 
and make collections in no less than fifty-one 
tewns in the months of August and Septem- 
ber! The character and pretensions of 
Mr. Frey, who has before been on beg- 
ging tours in this state, are at least a mat- 
ter of doubt: the money he collects may 
or it may not, be faithfully appropriated 
to the object for which it is intended ; 
but, if it be all thus appropriated, are 
there not other charitable objects more 
pressing than this’? The fashionable modes 
of begging are really becoming irksome 
to the charitable public: ‘Give, give, 








igive !” is the constant cry flat assails out 
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ears. We have good reason to believe SPAIN. 

that many clergymen, who either do not |} Accounts from Madrid state that the 
deserve or cannot obtain employment in WClergy have again offered to rise an army 
any regular parish, are hired and paid hi-|lfor King Ferdinand, on condition of being 
berally for this employment of peGeiNne ; lallawed the nomination of the officers ; 
and we know that many are induced to they also insist on the evacuation of the 
give, merely to rid themselves of contin- fortified places by the French troops. 
ued importunity. He must be a poor beg-|| Three thousand Monks, it is said, have 
gar, who cannot obtain enough to pay |larrived in Old Spain from South America. 
himself ten or twelve dollars a week, t0-|/The country is already abundantly suppli- 
gether with the expense of living well all leg with such useless inhabitants. 

the while : if there be any remnant of the 


charity left, it may be applied tothe object || pre puke of York, heir of the English 
intended; but there are many vessels to|l pone, has lately made himself conspicu- 
which the money will adhere betore it ar-|}) 1. jy talking about religion, and yct 
rives at its ultimate point of destination ; he is swindling his tailor out of 12,000 
and we believe that little of it finally pounds. A pious Prince truly—a pillar of 
reaches that point. the established Church, and the glory of 
the reverend bench of Bishops! 
[Prom the Nutional Gazette. | [Religious Messenger. 
Gullibility.—The Rev. Mr. Frey, the 
Jew convert, has acknowledged with 
thanks, having received about 1500 dol- France, which was placed on the head of 
lars, in collections made in eighty-eight i@nartes X. at the coronation, is valued at 
towns in New Hampshire. In the collec- {19 509 oy0 francs. or 3,422,000 dollars 
tion he traveled more than 1000 miles, vailalibhes oe eo m 
and formed 75 auxiliary societies, in eight 
weeks during the hottest of the weather. 











Rxpense of Royalty.—The crown of 


Splendid dress. The dress prepared for 
the Duke of Northuinberland to wear at 
the coronation ofthe king of France, is 
said to have cost one million eight hun- 
dred thousand francs, or 360,000 dollars. 





Erasmus H. Simon, a converted Jew 
from Geimany, has published a Circular 
stating his reasons for declining to reside 
on the farm at West Chester (N.Y.) leas- 
ed by the American Society for meliorating 
the condition of the Jews for the purpose 
of a Jewish settlement. He has also with 
drawn from all connexion with the Society. 

[We should be gratified if some of our 
correspondents would favour us with Mr. 


Simons circular.—There must be some} “SERMON Preached before the Presby- 
trouble inthe Synagogue, alias American \ltery of Lexington [ Va.) ad the installation 
Jew’s Society, or this converted Jew would |,f the Rev. Thomas Caldwell, pastor of the 
not decline residing at Westchester. — churches uf Lebanon and Windy Cove : by 
[Christian Inquirer. \the Rev. Geo. A. Buxter, D. D. President 
of Washington College.” 
! Such is the title of a pamphl 
riner’s Magazing, published at New York, jsent to us, in which, ino aale inc we, 
suggests the importance of having a Nati-iIthy of notice is an attempt to show the 
nal Society for the benefit of Seamen, !limportance and duty of liberally support- 
to be denominated the ‘American Sea- ling the priesthood. Says the author of this 
man’s Friend Society and Bethel Union.” ilsermon: ‘When a people with-hold what 
[Columbian Star.  lithey ought to give for the service of God [is 
giving to a mercenary priest, giving to 
the service of God ?] the prophet calls this 
ithe robbing of God.—This would be a se- 
rious crime ; it is the crime of sacrilege ; it 
was the crime of Achan.” Again; ‘‘No 
christian ought to consider as burden- 
“The present Pope” says one of the |isome, what he does for the service of 
American Missionaries now at Malta, ‘‘is||God.” In an address to the Lay-Members 
extremely active in opposing the spread jjof the Presbyterian Church, he says : 
ofthe truth.” “It may be thought that a minister in ing 





A clergyman of the established church, 
and a member of the University of Cam- 
hridge, England, has been committed to 
prison for stealing a quantity of plate and 
robbing the wardrobe of a family where 
he had been residing. (Lute paper. 





National Society for Seaman.—The Ma- 





The amount of Receipts of the various 
Benevolant Societies in England during 
the last year is stated tp be upwards of 
1,157,000 dollars. 
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dependent circumstances might officiate 
in a congregation, without compensation. 
But this would contradict our Savour’s 
position, that the labourer is worthy of his 
hire.” ‘I think it willbe generally admit- 
ted, that an inadequate support of the 
means of grace, must have a tendency to 
undermine the Church in future, by dis- 
couraging young men from entering on 
the office of the gospel ministery.” ‘‘Ac- 
cording to the doctrine of Scripture, what 
we engage to give for the service of God, 
is to be considered as given to God. It is 
not of the same nature with a contract be- 
tween man and man. Hence when defi- 
ciency occurs, the Scriptures call it the 
robbing of God, and condemn it with a 
severity of language which is not applied 
to common dishonesty.” 

What bold arrogance, for pompous mo- 
dern priests to identify themselves with 
the Almighty, and to assert that to give to 
them is to give to the service of God, and 
to withhold from them is robbing God. 
The author of this sermon we learn ‘‘re- 
ceives about 1400 dollars per annum from 
Washington College, besides 600 dollars 
for preaching, marrying, &c. not calcula- 
ted.” He certainly cannot want for the 
good things of this life in his .own case. 
It belongs to our learned ‘* Do€tors of Di- 
vinity,”” who so boldly advocate the sys- 
tem of giving a man one, two, and three 
thousand dollars a yeat for preaching the 
gospel, to inform us how many thousand 
dollars the Apostles received. This will 
settle the point at once, and there will be 
no occasion for any further arguments in 
the case. Until this be done, we shall 
hold it to be wholly inconsistent with the 
eharacter of « minister of Jesus Christ, to 
preach for a stipuiated salary, however 
small. When Christ sent forth his dis- 
ciples to preach his gospel, he expressly 
told them, “freely ye have received; 
freely give.” All the sophistry and argu- 
ments in the world can go but a little way 
in setting aside this positive command. 


Turning the gospel into merchandize, and |! 


selling it out tothe highest bidder, has 
been the ruin of the Church, and of true 
religion; and until this practice is wholly 
abandoned, christendom will be filled 
with false prophets, who, like those of 


old ‘ prophesy for pay and divine for|! 


ligion from prevailing amongst men. We 
have more to say on this subject, but it 
must be deferred for want of room. 


WEST INDLA MISSIONS. 
In the 79th number of the Edinbuvgh 


. . . —==— — 
Review in given an account of these Mis” 
sions, from which it appears, that very lit: 
tle success attended the labours of the 
Missionaries among the oppressed Afr. 
cans, until Parliament pased what is cal. 
led the Curate’s Bill, allowing a See of two 
shillings and six-pence a head for baptism!! 
This Bill, says the Edinburgh Review, 
**came into operation at the beginning of 
1817 ; and in July of that year, we find 
one reverend person boasting of Five Thou. 
sand already baptized, the average from 
the commencement of his incumbency in 
1801, having been only 100 a year.” 4. 
gain, says the Review, ‘‘ crowds of poor 
negroes seem to have been suddenly con. 
verted, as soon as the Curate’s Bill came 
into operation.” 





ERROR CORRECTED. 


In the Reformer of July, last page, un- 
der the head of ‘* New way for raising 
money,” it was stated that the officers in 
the Methodist Church, near Huntington, 
in this state, had adopted a plan of selling 
tokens or tickets of admission to the sa- 
crament, at six and a quarter, twelve and 
a-half, and twenty-five cents each. We 
now learn that it was the Presbyterians, 
instead of the Methodist, who resorted to 
this new scheme for raising money, and 
we are glad to have it in our power to cor- 
rect the former statement. The mistake 
was wholly unintentional and was caused 
by seeing it mentioned in the paper con- 
taining the certificates, that the charge of 
selling tokens was made at a Camp-meet- 
ing. The charge of selling tokens how- 
ever was not made against the Methodists 
at a Camp-meeting, as we supposed, but a 
preacher of that denomination, at a Camp- 
meeting made the charge, and afterwards 
| supported the charge by a number of cer- 
jtificates, against the Presbyterians. We 
; Shall always feel a satisfaction in correcting 
fany inaccurate statement, and be thank- 
|ful to the person who puts it in our powe! 
ito do this by giving us the necessary 10- 
formation. 





*,* The communication respecting an 
Act of the Ohio Legislature, ‘ Observer,’ 
and several other pieces intended for this 
number are necessarily delayed till next 


! ° A . od 
’ /month by the insertion of the ‘‘circular 
money,” and hinder the cause of true re- |! 





.and the remarks which accompany it- 
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The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
|menth, at one dollar a year. Letters to be at 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATE®: 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can 5° 
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